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SUB J : UNION GOVERNMENT CAMPAIGN MOVES INTO HIGH GEAR 

REF: ACCRA 1200 

1 . HEAD OF STATE ACHEAMPONG HAS COMPLETED A FOUR-DAY 
OFFICIAL VISIT TO ASHANTI REGION. OSTENSIBLE PURPOSE 

OF TOUR WAS TO OPEN KUMASI SPORTS STADIUM, RECENTLY 
RENOVATED AT GREAT EXPENSE FOR 1 1TH AFRICAN CUP OF 
NATIONS SOCCER TOURNAMENT. REAL PURPOSE, HOWEVER, 

WAS CLEARLY TO CAMPAIGN FOR UNION GOVERNMENT ON 
HOME GROUNDS OF HIS OPPONENTS, PEOPLE'S MOVEMENT 
FOR FREEDOM AND JUSTICE. 

2. IN HIS SPEECHES, ACHEAPONG STRESSED FAMILIAR 
THEMES. HE CALLED ON CITIZENS TO EMBRACE UNION 
GOVERNMENT AND THUS BRING ABOUT PEACE AND PROSPERITY. 

HE ATTACKED HOARDERS AND SMUGGLERS AND ANNOUNCED NUMEROUS 
PORK-BARREL PROJECTS. GOG-CONTROLLED PRESS DEPICTED TRIP 
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AS UNQUALIFIED SUCCESS. HOWEVER, INDEPENDENT KUMASI 
PIONEER REPORTED THAT ON FEBRUARY 20, ANTI-UNION 

GOVERNMENT SECONDARY SCHOOL STUDENTS AND PRO-UNION GOVERNMENT 
THUGS CLASHED IN A SUBURB OF KUMASI WHEN CROWDS 
TURNED OUT TO SEE ACHEAMPONG DRIVE BY. THUGS REPORTEDLY 
CHASED STUDENTS AND BEAT UP HEADMASTER. SEVEN STUDENTS 
WERE SAID TO BE ARRESTED AND OTHERS TREATED FOR INJURIES. 
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SCHOOL PREFECT ALLEGEDLY WAS KNIFED IN BACK BY ONE 
OF THE THUGS BUT OT CR2TICALLY INIURED. WE ALSO UNDER- 
STAND ACHEAMPONG WAS BOOED IN AT LEAST ONE OF HIS KUMASI 
APPEARANCES. 

3. OTHER MEMBERS OF RULING SUPREME MILITARY COUNCIL 
(SMC) HAVE ALSO BEEN ON THE CAMPAIGN TRAIL IN ASHANTI 
OR OTHER REGIONS - INSPECTOR-GENERAL OF POLICE AKO, 

AIR FORCE COMMANDER BOAKYE. ARMY COMMANDER KOTEI AND 
CHIEF OF DEFENSE STAFF AKUFFO ALL HAVE BEEN PUSHING 
HARD FOR UNION GOVERNMENT. ON THE OTHER HAND, LEADERS 
OF PEOPLE S MOVEMENT FOR FREEDOM AND JUSTICE HAVE KEPT 
A LOW PUBLIC PROFILE SINCE CANCELLATION OF FEBRUARY 10 RALLY 
(REFTEL). PREVENTED FROM STAGING NEW RALLIES, THEY 
HAVE HELD A FEW PRESS CONFERENCES AND ARE REPORTEDLY 
TRYING TO ADVANCE THEIR CAUSE BY WORD OF MOUTH AND 
PERSON-TO-PERSON CONTACTS. 

VIGOROUS CAMPAIGN BY ACHEAMPONG AND SMC SUGGESTS THEY 
ARE STILL CONCERNED BY MOVEMENT'S POTENTIAL STRENGTH 
AND POSSIBILITY IT MAY YET TURN OUT A BIG ANTI-UNION 
GOVERNMENT VOTE IN THE REFERENDUM. 

SMITH 
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